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Demonstrations and clashes took place in the months
before the December legislative and municipal
elections against a background of attempts by the
President’s party to amend the Constitution in order
to allow President Compaoré to run for another term.
As a result of the crisis in Mali, up to 100,000
people sought refuge in the north of Burkina Faso.
Camps lacked basic necessities and health care.

Torture and other ill-treatment
In January, Moumouni Isaac Zongo and Ousséni

Compaoré, arrested on suspicion of theft, were

ill-treated by members of the Anti-Crime Brigade of

the National Police in Boulmiougou.

In February, bodyguards for the Minister of Justice

and Promotion of Human Rights, Jérôme Traoré,

ill-treated a mechanic following an altercation. A few

days later, the Minister was dismissed.

Right to health – maternal mortality
Maternal and child health remained a priority for the

authorities, who worked with civil society organizations

on assessing the feasibility of policies to improve

access to services for children aged under five, and to

a certain extent for women. However, no real

improvement was achieved either in the quality of

maternal health services or increased access to family

planning and reproductive health services.

Impunity
In June, Parliament passed an amnesty law for heads

of state enshrining impunity.
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The cycle of impunity remained unbroken and the
government did not fully investigate and prosecute
extrajudicial executions from previous years.
Promising signs that the government would establish
a Truth and Reconciliation Commission in 2012
faded progressively throughout the year. Human
rights defenders and journalists faced repression
because of their work.

Background
The ruling party, the National Council for Defence of

Democracy-Forces for Defence of Democracy

(CNDD-FDD), was able to govern without any effective

opposition engagement. The ruling party and ADC-

Ikibiri, the coalition of opposition parties which

withdrew from the 2010 elections, did not engage in

meaningful dialogue.

Following an increase in the cost of living, Burundian

civil society organized a national campaign to call to

account the economic practice of the government.

Impunity
UN human rights monitors recorded 30 extrajudicial

executions during 2012. The figure was lower than in

2010 and 2011, when a total of 101 extrajudicial

executions were recorded. Most of the 2012 killings

seemed not to have been politically motivated;

however, impunity persisted.

A Commission of Inquiry was established by the

Public Prosecutor in June to investigate allegations of

extrajudicial executions and torture reported by

Burundian and international human rights organizations

and the UN. The Commission’s report, made public

in August, accepted that killings had occurred but

denied that they were extrajudicial. It stated that

judicial case files had been opened for certain cases

reported by human rights organizations. Following the

report, two police officers, an army major, a local

administrator and several Imbonerakure (youth

members affiliated to the ruling party) were arrested;

no trials took place, however. Concerns remained that

not all perpetrators had been held to account.
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